
                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philadelphia Baptist Church 
5709 Philadelphia Church Road 
Marshville, NC  28103 
704-624-5121 
www.pbcmarshville.org 
pbcmarshville@gmail.com 
Facebook:   
Philadelphia Baptist Church 
 

  

BULK RATE NON-PROFIT 

US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #28 

MARSHVILLE, NC 28103 

 

GOD BLESS 

AMERICA! 

 

http://www.pbcmarshville.org/
mailto:pbcmarshville@gmail.com


     During a normal school day, a simple moment in my classroom got me thinking about a 
big truth. A few students were working on an assignment to color maps of different cities 
around the world. I pointed them toward a can of used colored pencils sitting on my file 
cabinet. One student stopped and asked, "Are there any brand-new ones left in the box?" 
Another student looked up and replied, "What does it matter?" As they colored and 
sharpened their pencils, I started wondering: Does it really matter if a pencil is brand new in 
the box? The truth is, a pencil is never meant to sit safely inside a box. It was made for a 
mission—to be used! 
     As for us, we are just like those pencils. This reminds me of a Bible verse, Ephesians 2:10, 
which says that God created us to do good things that He planned for us long ago. Just like a 
factory makes a pencil for a specific job, God designed your life for a unique assignment. Living 
out your purpose means stepping onto the paper of everyday life and using your time to do 
the good things God made you to do. But as we do those good things, life can get tough. 
Dealing with hard days, bad attitudes, or school stress can wear us down, and our "edges" get 
dull. To stay useful, we have to go through the sharpener. The sharpener can feel painful and 
restrictive because it cuts away pieces of us. But 2 Timothy 2:21 tells us that when we let God 
clean out the bad stuff, we become useful tools for the Master. God uses tough times and 
corrections like a sharpener to cut away our pride, selfishness, and bad habits so we are sharp 
and ready again. As painful as some trials are that we go through, so is the sharpening of the 
pencil. It restores us to be once again useful. 
     Over time, getting sharpened over and over changes how we look. We get shorter, and we 
lose that shiny, brand-new look. But as the outer wood shrinks, we actually become better, 
sharper tools in God's hands. In the end, a short, well-sharpened pencil shows a life fully used 
for its true purpose. It proves that our worth isn't measured by how big or shiny we are, but by 
the beautiful marks we leave behind and how perfectly we fit into God’s hand.     
God has already sketched out an incredible, custom blueprint for your life, but the Master 
Artist can’t draw with a broken tip—so, are you going to stay dull and hidden in the box, or are 
you willing to be sharpened through the testing of your faith, your calling or purpose?  Jenks 

_____________________________________________________ 
75 Plus Newsletter 

     Our 75 Plus group (19 present) had a great meeting on Tuesday. We were so happy to see 
each one. We appreciate Rev. Hammond being with us again. He has been a support in our 
group. We also have friends unable to meet. We pray for each one. 

     Our meal was very good. Anytime we have pizza, salad, and great desserts, it makes a good 
day. 

     Our next meeting will be July 14, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. Hope to see you there. Life goes by so 
fast. Stay safe and happy. I wish everyone a great summer. Bonnie Oster 

                                                 



Men’s Supper at Quincy’s Restaurant 
Tuesday, July 7th at 6:00 p.m. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Untethered   

“Pouring out control, filling up with grace.” 
Women’s Only Event  

Come and enjoy a Ladies’ Night Out filled with dinner, worship and two teaching sessions on surrendering a 
heart of control. Event led by Ava Strawn, Jamie Hamilton, and worship with Lauren Hagler. 

Friday, July 24th ● 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
$10.00 Chicken Salad Chick Meal  

Must sign up and pay in advance. Register in church foyer. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Church Family, we are in need of nursery helpers to serve during our worship services for the upcoming 
church year. If you have a heart for caring for little ones and would like to support this important ministry, 
please consider volunteering. Who doesn’t want to spend some time loving on our youngest members? It 
would only be about 4-6 Sundays a year. If you’re interested or want more information, please contact Lisa 
Stutts (704) 451-7653. Thank you! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Backpack Kids Ministry update. The Awana program has generously donated 
money  to support the Backpack Kids Ministry. Because of this very sweet and 
very generous gift, no food donations are needed at this time. Once school 
begins, and I have more information about the number of students, I will 
purchase everything needed for the program with the money they gave me. I 
will let everyone know when the program is running low and it is time to start 

collecting food again. Thank you so much to all of our Awana leaders and children for supporting this 
important ministry with such kindness and generosity. Your help is truly a blessing! Mrs. Lisa 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE 
2027 Ladies’ Retreat at Fort Caswell  

Friday, February 26th  – Sunday, February 28th 

Sherri & Mary are so excited to join us again.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast at Beth’s Restaurant, Pageland 
Tuesday, July 21st at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

        VBS Commencement 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 

 

 

Dear Philadelphia, 

The Awana year is coming to a close, and across the area, churches are celebrating all that their 

children have learned with closing ceremonies and awards that they have earned. Thank you for all 

you are doing to enable me to celebrate with these churches. 

Ramona Pedemonte is the Awana Ministry Director for Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church. This year at the 

closing ceremony, she set up a Mission Quest. She invited nine missionary teams to set up a table. 

After the awards were presented to the children for their accomplishments, each child was given a 

clipboard with questions to ask the missionary. The answer was somewhere on their table, and the 

children looked around at everything on it until they found the answer. The parents and siblings 

walked with the children, so it was a great time to interact with all the children and their parents. The 

whole evening focused on learning about missionaries and what they do. 

After the Mission Quest, Ramona spoke about the mission funds the children had raised during the 

year. At the end of each night, Ramona led the children to do jumping jacks. They did a jumping jack 

for every verse that was recited during club each week. An anonymous donor had provided a dime for 

every jumping jack. They also raised money at the club stores. By the end of the year, they raised 

$770.63, which they will give to the African School Initiative. 

It is so encouraging to see opportunities for the children to learn more about missions through a 

mission quest. I’m so excited to share moments like this with you, as you are such an essential part of 

this ministry. Your prayers and financial gift of $300.00 per month make this possible. Thank you!  

 May God richly bless you, Kathy & Randy Brock 

 

July Mission Friends 
1st -FLC with Mrs. Lisa 
8th-Michelle & Lisa; Snack-Deanna 
15th-Lisa & Karoline; Snack-Ava 
22nd-Amanda & Lisa; Snack-Amanda 
29th-Michelle & Lisa; Snack-Jessi 

 

 

 

 

July Nursery Workers 
5th-Lisa, Josie, and Sophia 
12th-No Nursery/Youth Sunday 
19th-Jill and Alyssa 
26th-Lisa and Kelsi 
August 2nd-Mindy & Lindsey 
 

 

 July Children’s Church 
5th-Lauren & helper 
12th-No Class/Youth Sunday 
19th-Jamie & Malorie 
26th-Kathy & Alyssa 
 

 

 
Ages 7-11  

July 19th and August 23rd   



 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 



 

 

Jared Lowery, Piper Moore, Enzo Romanello, Kelly Rorie, Dex Stanley July 1 
Marissa Hamilton, Tricia Lilly July 2 
Jacob Ross July 5 
Cathy Bradford July 6 
Brayden Helms, Tyler Pittman July,  Jana Turner July 7 
Mason Keith, Judy Rogers July 8 
Dennis Newland July 9 
Debbie Clayberger, Krista Philemon July 10 
Isabella Cox, Carter Hamilton July 11 
Michael Atkinson, Gavin Jenkins, Patsy Moore July 13 
Hayze Krest, Michelle Query, Megan Rape  
Jacob Rollins July 15 
Walker Burch July 16 
Jackson Lowery July 16 
Jason Patterson July 17 
Malorie Smith, July 17 
Jonathan Flowe, Blair Hendrick, Sheree Jenkins July 20 
Cali Brock, Lavonne Floyd, Lucas Gathings July 21 
Ledger Phillips July 22 
Dani Lowery, Dolores McClain, Maegan Moore July 23 
Annette McLaurin July 25 
Patricia Wallace July 26 
Chad Aldridge, Jackie Benton, Holly Johnson, Tanner Lowery July 27 
Patsy Autry, Kyle Lowery July 29 
Michael Phifer July 30 
Lacie Rorie July 31 

 
August First Week Birthdays 
Leann Jenkins August 1 
Darien Autry, Jimmy Kirkley, Jenny Taylor August 2 
Nicholas Wallace August 4 
Bentley Aldridge, Doug Anderson, Tim Bradshaw, Rusty Kiker August, Sarah Strawn, and 
Matthew Walters August 6 



July 2026 
   

9:00 a.m.           1 
Walking Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Classes/Service 
8:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

2 
Man 
Church 
7:00 
p.m. 

 

3 4 

Man Church  

9:00 a.m. 

HAPPY 4th! 

                5 
9:30 a.m.   
Sunday 
School 
10:30 
a.m. 
Worship 
5:00 p.m. 
Youth 

6 
Youth 

Caswell Trip 
6th – 10th  

7 
Men’s 

Supper 
Quincy’s 

6:00 p.m. 
 

9:00 a.m.           8 
Walking Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Classes/Service 
8:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

9 
Man 
Church 
7:00 
p.m. 

 

10 11 
Man Church 
 9:00 a.m. 

             12 

9:30 a.m.  
Sunday 
School 
10:30 
a.m. 
YOUTH 
SUNDAY 
5:00 p.m. 
Youth 

13 

Untethered 
Women’s 

Event Sign 
Up /Meal 
payment 

due 

14 

75 Plus 
Meeting in 

the FLC 

11:00 a.m. 

 

                      15 
August 
Newsletter 
items due  
9:00 a.m.  
Walking Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Classes/Service 
8:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

16 
Man 
Church 
7:00 
p.m. 

 

17 

 

18 

Man Church  

9:00 a.m. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 19 

9:30 a.m. 
Sunday 
School 
10:30 
a.m. 
Worship; 
Truth 
Seekers 

20 
 

21 
Ladies’ 
Prayer 

Breakfast 
9 a.m. at 

Beth’s 
Restaurant 

22 
9:00 a.m.     
Walking Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Classes/Service 
8:00 p.m. 

 Choir Practice 
 

23 
Man 
Church 
7:00 
p.m. 

 
 

 

24 
Untethered 

Ladies 
Event 

6 -8 p.m. 
Must sign 

up by 7/13 

25 
Man Church 
 9:00 a.m. 

       26             
9:30 a.m.   

Sunday 
School 
10:30 
a.m. 
Worship 
5:00 p.m. 
Youth  

27 28 

Deacons’ 
Meeting 

29 
9:00 a.m.   
Walking Group 
7:00 p.m. 
Classes/Service 
8:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice 

30 
Man 
Church 
7:00 
p.m. 

 

31 August 1 

Man Church 9:00 
a.m. 

Leah & Samuel 
Hall Baby Shower 
in FLC 2:00 – 5:00 

p.m. 

 

       



 

 
Wednesday Night Classes 7:00 p.m.  

(*FLC week of the month) 
Mission Friends*1st, GA*2nd, RA*3rd, Youth*4th, Girlfriends in Christ, Adult Bible Study 

Ages 
Mission Friends (Boys & Girls Ages 3-Kindergarten), GA (Girls grades 1st – 6th grade), 
RA, (Boys grades 1st – 6th Grade, Youth in FLC  (7th – 12th Grades) 

 

 
 


